Instead of ascertaining the real nature of the disease, a priori, and of the plans which ought at an early period to be adopted, for the purpose of preventing the urethra from assuming that state of action which might possibly require the application of caustic for its recovery, they seem rather to have taken it for granted, that such a state existed from the first, and their whole attention has been directed to the invention of some sort of instrument, or of some new substance; for its removal.
As then the publication of Mr. Home's works on that subject has given rise to much controversy, and (as a man of honour, and one solely tmxious for the progress of medicine 1 declare it) in my opinion, to much unnecessary torture to many individuals, I shall, in the course of this 
